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KIRKHAM METHODIST CHURCH
Notices for Sunday 29th March 2026

Minister: Revd Michaela Barker — Tel: 07475 053441
Senior Steward: Gillian Womersley — Tel: 01772 684640
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This Week’s Service at 10:30am:

Morning service will be led by Judith Smith
Vestry Steward — Kath
Door — Jennifer
Reader — Jennifer
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Next Week’s Service at 8:30am:

Morning service will be led by Revd Stuart Wild
Vestry Steward — Gillian
Communion —Wendy & Fiona
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Next Week’s Service at 10:30am:

Morning service will be led by Laura Green
Vestry Steward — Chris
Door — David B
Reader — David B
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Easter breakfast - On Easter Sunday we will be having our usual Easter breakfast at 9am. We
need to know numbers so if you are going to come, please can you put your name on the list

in the porch or let me know. Katharine

Men's Breakfast - The next Men's Breakfast will take place at the Toby Carvery Salters
Wharf.at 9am on 18th April If you would like to attend, please let me know. Stuart Wild

Big Brew Coffee Morning - Thank you to those who came along last Saturday and for the
donations for the cakes and Chocolate Tasting on Sunday morning. | have sent a donation
of £84 to Transform Trade.

For your information, this is the results of the chocolate tasting:

Green & Black selection 13



Tony's Little bits 27

Tonys Chocolonely 17
Ombar 13
Green & Black White 15
Moser & Roth 14

1st choice = 4 pts, 2nd choice = 3pts, 3rd choice = 2 pts and 4th choice = 1 pt

Seems like the Tony's little bits are the outright winner but that is slightly skewed by the fact
that Pippa, Sasha and Ethel all put that down as their only choice & @
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General Notices

e There is going to be a basket of items in the porch each week for anyone to help
ourselves to, for those of us who engage better when we have something to do
with our hands. As an eco-church it makes sense to reuse rather than buy new
things. So, if you have any notebooks, pipe cleaners, fidget spinners or similar items
that you’re not using and would like to give to church, please bring them in. Thank
you - Kristie

¢ The next circuit quiet day will be at Hyning Monastery on 4th May 2026
e
Dates for your diary

e 2nd April Maundy Thursday service @ Take & Make 2pm

e 3rd April Good Friday Joint Service with Freckleton @ Kirkham 10am
Youth Event Easter 12.30 - 3pm

e 5th April Easter Morning Communion 8.30am
Easter Breakfast 9:00am
Family Easter Egg Hunt service 10.30am

e 19th April  Circuit Easter Offering Service @ Kirkham 3pm
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Michaela's Testimony service

On Sunday 7th June at 4.00pm at Stricklandgate Methodist Church in Kendal there will be a
district Testimony Service for Rev Michaela Barker and Deacon Samm Morris as we prepare
to send them off to ordination. It allows us to pray for them and celebrate their ministry
together and hear from them about how God has called them.

The circuit is considering organising a bus to get people there and back but this depends on
numbers please let me know if you are interested in joining.



Ordinations and reception into full connection are at Telford on 28th June and tickets for
this will be available online in April.

Gillian
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From Rev'd Janet Pybon

Next month | shall be celebrating my 70th birthday, and in order to mark the occasion, | am
planning to raise funds to have 70 olive trees planted in Palestine through the charity
Embrace the Middle East. If anyone would like to make a small donation in support of this, |
would be most grateful, but of course, | do not want anyone to feel under any obligation to
do so whatsoever.

The link for direct giving is:

https://embraceme.org/happy-70th-janet

If there is anyone who would prefer to donate by cheque, they can do so by making their
cheque payable to ‘Embrace the Middle East’ and sending their cheque to ‘Embrace the
Middle East, Old Library Building, Queen Victoria Road, High Wycombe, HP11 1BG’. | would
ask that they please include a note to let Embrace know that their donation is in celebration
of my birthday, so that they can link it to the donations that come through the online form.
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March 2026
Minister’s Report to Church Council

| have now been at Kirkham for 18 months, and this is my third Church Council with you.
Over that time, | have truly enjoyed getting to know everyone better and gaining a deeper
understanding of how this church works and what makes it tick. We’ve spent time looking
carefully at several areas to get a clear picture of where we are and to help us discern the
path ahead. In many ways, this year has been about taking stock: recognizing what we have
and identifying what we need as we move forward. This has led to applying for Grants to
improve the building and to add to our recourses by employing a circuit youth worker to be
at Kirkham

As a family, we are now well and truly settled. | feel very much part of the Kirkham church
family, and | am so grateful to you all for the warmth and welcome that has made that
possible. It has been a real joy to see our teams working so well together. There is a genuine
sense of energy and of the Spirit moving at Kirkham, which is wonderful to witness and be
part of.

Alongside church life, | have continued my probation studies, focusing on both the academic
and formational aspects. This has included examinations on Wesley’s Sermons and the study


https://embraceme.org/happy-70th-janet

of CPD (Constitutional Practice and Discipline) within the Methodist Church. If at times I've
seemed particularly keen for us to adjust certain practices, it may well be because of what
I’ve been learning! My studies are nearly complete, and in April we will find out whether I've
met all the requirements for ordination—so your continued prayers would be very much
appreciated.

If the answer is “yes,” there will be a District Testimony Service in Kendal on 7th June at
4.00pm, which marks the beginning of the final stage of preparation. Everyone from our
district is welcome to attend this service. | will be received into Full Connexion at the
Conference Centre in Telford on the morning of 28th June and ordained later that afternoon
nearby.

As you know, | wasn't granted authorization in our circuit to preside at Communion. After
ordination, that will no longer be the case. So, when | return and can finally preside and
share Communion with you, | may be just a little emotional —please consider that fair
warning!

Thank you, as always, for your support, encouragement, and prayers. It is a privilege to
serve here.
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Toby rides the Fylde

Dear All

My 10-year old grandson, Toby Cunliffe, is the Young Church Representative for Freckleton
MC for 2025-26 and as part of his fund-raising, he is riding around the Circuit during the
FMC Easter Fair on Saturday 4th April, with the intention of leaving as the Fair starts and
arriving back before the close.

Any donations would be very welcome!

Many thanks,

God bless

Andrew (Barratt)

Toby is expected to arrive at Kirkham Church about 1pm on the Saturday morning and it
would be great if a few of us were there to give him a welcome and some encouragement at

the end of his ride
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Church website: www.kirkhammethodist.org.uk



http://www.kirkhammethodist.org.uk/

